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‘Dreamers’ 
win reprieve 


appeal denied 


compromise on immigra- 
tion before this fall’s 
midterm election. 

In September, Trump an- 


Supreme Court keeps 
legal protections for 


young immigrants. nounced that he would end 

a the DACA program and 
Congr CSS 1S likely to gave Congress until March 5 
delay DACA solution. to pass legislation to resolve 


the legal status of the 
Dreamers. Then, in early 
January, U.S. District Judge 
William Alsup in San Fran- 


By DAVID G. SAVAGE 


CHRISTINA HOUSE Los Angeles Times 


L.A. UNIFIED was pleased that renovated cafeterias, including this one at Bravo Medical Magnet, have 
timesaving features such as “grab and go” cabinets. But the district’s auditors then looked at the books. 


Got milked? LAUSD 


sues over cafeterias 


Years-long fight has recouped millions from builders 


By HOWARD BLUME 


The Los Angeles Unified School 
District’s $37-million Cafe L.A. project 
at first seemed like a stunning success. 

In 18 months, 64 school cafeterias 
were gutted and transformed so that 
students could be served faster — and 
with healthier options. 

Then the district’s auditors looked 
at the books. They concluded the con- 
struction came at a high cost. 

The three companies that had 
done the work had overcharged for 
equipment and services, charged for 


equipment that was never purchased 
and used less expensive materials 
than they had said they would, the 
auditors said. 

The school district sued, launching 
nearly six years of litigation, which 
was not publicized by any of the 
parties involved. 

District officials discussed the 
cases for the first time this month af- 
ter the latest verdict, in which a Los 
Angeles County Superior Court jury 
ordered Chicago-based F.H. Paschen 
to pay the district $855,000. 

Overall, with that and other judg- 
ments, the district has won $5.04 mil- 
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PRESIDENT TRUMP meets with governors about 
gun violence. His idea to arm some schoolteachers has 
gotten little support from lawmakers of either party. 


ANALYSIS 


His approach 


lion from F.H. Paschen, including in- 
terest. 

In separate cases, the district has 
won $5.03 million from Torres Con- 
struction, and MTM Construction 
paid it $900,000 in a settlement. 

The three companies have denied 
wrongdoing, and some rulings and ap- 
peals still are pending. But the money 
recovered by L.A. Unified is approach- 
ing $11 million. 

“The district sought and was 
awarded the difference between what 
it paid ... and what it should have paid 
had the proposals been properly 

[See Cafeterias, A10] 


to gun debate 
is scattershot 


By CHRISTI PARSONS 
AND CATHLEEN DECKER 


WASHINGTON — While 
President Trump vowed 
Monday to end years of polit- 
ical gridlock in responding 
to mass shootings by getting 
tough with the National Ri- 
fle Assn. and Congress, he is 
facing familiar barriers — in- 
cluding his own unpre- 
dictable, and occasionally 
inconsistent, policy actions. 

Even as Trump urged 
governors at a White House 
meeting to confront the gun 
rights group, he promoted 
proposals it likes, including 
arming teachers, and said 
nothing about his previous 
idea to raise the minimum 
age for long-gun buyers to 21, 
which the NRA opposes. 

Over the weekend, the 
president divulged, he’d had 


lunch with NRA leaders in- 
cluding Executive Vice Pres- 
ident Wayne LaPierre. 
“These guys are great patri- 
ots,” Trump told the gover- 
nors. “They’re great people 
and they want to do some- 
thing.” 

Though the president 
had called for legislative ac- 
tion this week, with Con- 
gress returning from a 
break, momentum already is 
bogging down in part be- 
cause of his shifting state- 
ments on gun control. In the 
nearly two weeks since the 
shootings in Parkland, Fla., 
Trump has made policy on 
the fly in front of television 
cameras, revealing the flu- 
idity ofhis thinking as wellas 
the influence of the NRA. 

Also, many lawmakers 
facing difficult midterm 
elections this year seem in 

[See Analysis, A7] 


By MELANIE MASON 


SAN DIEGO — Standing 
in a darkened room, Califor- 
nia’s most powerful politi- 
cians were peppered with 
catcalls. “Hey beautiful! 
Why aren’t you smiling?” 
“You're too fine to be walking 
out here alone!” Those were 
the mild ones. Many more 
were sexually explicit or pro- 
fane. 

Welcome to a political 
convention, #MeToo-style, 
where the sexual harass- 
ment reckoning that contin- 
ues to rattle the California 


political world permeated 
the weekend’s festivities — 
sometimes overtly, some- 
times subtly. 

The catcalling came from 
a traveling art installation 
sponsored by Planned Par- 
enthood, set up in an exhib- 
ition hall of the San Diego 
Convention Center, part of 
the California Democrats’ 
annual confab that attracts 
thousands of delegates, poli- 
ticians, lobbyists and activ- 
ists. Nearly 1,000 men — in- 
cluding the top candidates 
for governor — walked 
through the interactive 
auditory exhibit meant to 


WASHINGTON — The 
Supreme Court handed 
President Trump a signifi- 
cant defeat Monday, turning 
down the administration’s 
plea for a quick ruling that 
would have upheld the presi- 
dent’s power to end special 
protections for so-called 
Dreamers. 

The courts decision 
keeps in place a legal shield 
for nearly 700,000 young im- 
migrants for the rest of this 
year, and perhaps longer, al- 
lowing people who have been 
covered by the Obama-era 
Deferred Action for Child- 
hood Arrivals program to 
continue living and working 
legally in the U.S. Those 
whose existing DACA per- 
mits expire this year will also 
be allowed to apply for an- 
other two-year permit. 

Although the court’s 
action removes for now the 
threat of job loss and depor- 
tation, it also will extend the 
long-term uncertainty for 
the Dreamers — young 
immigrants who were 
brought to the U.S. illegally 
as children. 

Congress has been 
stymied on a legislative 
solution to their situation, 
and without an immediate 
deadline to force action, 
lawmakers almost certainly 
will not try again to forge a 


State Democrats 
adjust to #Me loo 


Convention ‘more sedate’ than years past 


flip the script on the harass- 
ment women endure. 

“We need to let govern- 
ment officials know this is 
happening,” said the artist, 
Terra Lopez. “It happens ev- 
ery single day. It even hap- 
pens in, especially in, the 
realm of government.” 

This was the first time 
Democrats gathered for a 
convention since an open 
letter signed by more than 
140 women in California poli- 
tics was published last fall 
pushing the issue of sexual 
harassment into the fore- 
ground and upending the 

[See Convention, A7] 


cisco ordered the govern- 
ment to keep the DACA pro- 
gram running until legal 
challenges could be fully 

[See ‘Dreamers,’ A6] 


Oakland 
mayor 1s 
chided 
for ICE 


warning 


She faces angry calls 
after noting possible 
immigration sweeps. 
Fellow leaders say it’s 
a tough call to make. 


By PALOMA ESQUIVEL 
AND DAKOTA SMITH 


On Saturday night, resi- 
dents of Oakland received 
an urgent message from 
Mayor Libby Schaaf. 

Schaaf said she had 
heard from multiple sources 
that immigration agents 
would be conducting en- 
forcement operations 
“starting as soon as within 
the next 24 hours” and urged 
those here illegally to take 
precautions. 

The message stunned 
many. On Monday, some of 
that surprise turned to con- 
fusion and anger as large- 
scale immigration sweeps 
did not materialize. 

Schaaf’s action has 
sparked debate about what 
role politicians and city gov- 
ernments should play in 
spreading information — 
both confirmed and uncon- 
firmed — about possible fed- 
eralimmigration sweeps. 

Like many California cit- 
ies, Oakland has declared it- 
self a sanctuary for those 
here illegally, and officials 
there have vowed to fight 
President Trump’s promis- 
ed immigration crackdown. 
Tension has heightened in 

[See Oakland, A10] 


Two officers 
get prison 
in rape case 


The Los Angeles cops 
plead no contest to 
sexually assaulting 
multiple women while 
on duty. Each man 
receives a 20-year 
sentence in state prison. 
CALIFORNIA, Bi 


Leading lady of 
Bollywood dies 


Sridevi Kapoor was the 
first female superstar 
in India’s male-domi- 
nated movie industry. 
The 54-year-old actress 


drowned in a Dubai hotel } 


bathtub. OBITUARIES, B5 


Weather 
Cold and rainy. 
L.A. Basin: 56/43. B6 
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HOUSING THE HOMELESS 


| For residents opposed to homeless housing in their neighborhoods, consider 

i Emily Martiniak, above, who used to live in a shelter and panhandled on the 

| streets. Six years ago, Martiniak moved into LA Family Housing’s Palo Verde 
complex. Now, she makes money as a notary public, takes medication for her 
| bipolar illness and speaks to groups about homelessness. EDITORIAL, A8 


